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Minutes of the 21st Annual General Meeting
Held at Flinders University, Adelaide, on Saturday the 3rd of October, 1998, 7:15 pm, with Robin Garner as Minutes Secretary.

The president, Yangil Jin, opened the meeting and then passed the chair to Neville Smythe.

1.
Minutes of the previous AGM

The minutes of the previous meeting were distributed and accepted by the meeting.

2.
President’s report - Yangil Jin

The President, Yangil Jin, thanked Andrew Pullin for his efforts in organising the nationals and the Go Camp.  He mentioned that the International Olympic Committee (IOC) was currently considering recognising Go as an Olympic sport, and that Japan was pushing hard for this.  If this were to happen, then obtaining some kind of official support for Go related activities in Australia would be much easier.  Yangil 


asked those present at the meeting to consider how we could go about promoting Go in Australia, especially to young people.  


Mentioned that Devon Bailey had been to Japan to teach Go to school children


Thanked the officials and Committee of the AGA for all the work they had done over the past year.

3.
Secretary’s report - Neville Smythe

Neville reported that the AGA was receiving correspondence from other Go organizations in the world, including a newsletters from USAGA, British GA, occasionally France and NZ, and monthly  from the Korean Hankook Ki-Won, some of which will be passed onto the newsletter editor.  The AGA has been asked to send a representative to the World Women’s Amateurs, and that Wei Chen (Melbourne) will go this year.  We have also managed for the second time to send a team to the World Pairs Go Tournament: representatives will be Shelley and Jack Mo from Sydney.

4.
Treasurer’s Report - Patrick Culshaw

As Patrick was unable to attend, his written report was presented to the meeting by Neville Smythe.

(report attached).

5.
IGF Director’s Report - Brad Melki


This years Women’s World Amateur Tournament is being held in Korea, and it looks likely that Japan and Korea will alternate in future.


The 2nd Asia Pacific Go Competition will be held in March 1999


The next World Amateur Go Competition will be held in Kyushu in June 1999


As mentioned by Yangil, the IGF has applied to the IOC for Go to be recognized as an Olympic sport, although it is unlikely ever to be played in the Olympics, although “recognised” status will have implications for us.  One of the major stumbling blocks is the adoption of International rules for Go, which is a requirement for Olympic recognition.  An International Rules committee has been established with representatives from Korea, China, Japan, the USA and Europe.  Past experience indicates that it is unlikely that the committee will reach agreement.


The IGF has decided there is to be a 5 year “cooling off” period for any person who has represented their country in the World Amateurs, and who changes nationality.  This means that anyone who represents their country at the world Amateurs and then changes nationality must wait 5 years from the date they last represented their former nation before representing their new nation.


The 1999 NEC cup will be held in Melbourne on March the 13th and 14th, and the Victorian Open will be held on January the 16th and 17th.

6.
Election of Office Bearers

President
 Yangil Jin

Vice President
 Devon Bailey

Secretary
Neville Smythe

Treasurer
Patrick Culshaw

IGF Director
Brad Melki

Membership Registrar
Michelle Pullin

Newsletter Editor
Andrew Pullin

Committee
Andrew Lewis, Robin Garner, Greg Parker

7.
Incorporation - Andrew Pullin

Andrew has explored the issue of Incorporation, and the benefits are:


Incorporation is usually a prerequisite for receiving government grants, should we ever find one worth applying for


It would enable the AGA to take out Public Liability insurance on behalf of all member clubs

In order to become incorporated, we would need to:


Change our constitution


Nominate a Public Officer


Pay a one-off fee of $100 (in S.A. there is no annual fee for an association with cash flow comparable to ours).

The issue will be written up in the next newsletter, for consideration at the next AGM.

8.
Constitution - Neville Smythe

Neville undertook to rewrite the constitution for review in the AGA newsletter, and adoption in 1999.

9.
World Wide Web site - Robin Garner

Robin has undertaken to explore the options for creating a more official presence on the World Wide Web, starting with registering and finding a host for a domain name in the “org.au” hierarchy, eg www.aga.org.au.  

10.
Encouragement Awards - Brad Melki and Neville Smythe

Brad presented the outline of a proposal to encourage new players by awarding points towards World Amateur Championship representation to players who improve.  This will encourage new players who show promise to participate in tournaments by giving them a start that might otherwise take years to accumulate.  Neville has a concrete proposal that will be circulated (possibly in a Newsletter).  The idea was raised that AGA funds may be used to pay for tuition for promising players.  There is a clear connection between adopting an official rating system and the encouragement awards.

A motion that the committee develops a report on a system of Encouragement Awards was carried.

11.
Venue of the 1999 Australian Open

The 1999 Australian Open will be held in Sydney, with Devon Bailey as the tournament organiser.

12.
Other business

A motion that the AGA should adopt a formal ranking system by the end of 1999 was carried.\

Australian Go Association Financial Report

As at 30th Sep 1998



                     Balance Sheet


1997
1998

Assets

Cheque acct
$1676.92
$1166.28


Cash
5.60
6.30


Debtors
500.00
665.00


Total assets
$2182.52
$1837.58

Liabilities
-
-


Net assets
$2182.52
$1837.58

Members equity


Retained profit
$1638.81
$2182.52


Current year
543.71
-344.94


Total equity
$2182.52
$1837.58



                     Profit and Loss Statement

Income


Subscriptions
925.00
925.00


Donations
2000.00



Bank interest
17.50
2.20


Total income
$2942.50
$ 927.20
Expenses


IGF Subs
247.53
365.45


Bank fees

7.50


FID/FDT Tax
1.96
3.44


Postage
149.30
109.30


Nationals

786.45


Travel (Pro tour)
2000.00


Total expenses
$2398.79
1272.14

Surplus/(loss) for Year
$ 543.71
-$ 344.94

Patrick Culshaw

Hon Treasurer

30th Sep 1998



Treasurers report

Expenditure exceeded income by $344.00 this year, due to the subsidy to SA for the National Championships and Go Camp.

This subsidy was for $700.00, and seems appropriate use of the Association’s funds, especially as there is no specific and stated purpose for the build-up of funds.

While the accounts show membership income at $925.00, I am still waitiing for most of this to come in.

The only financial members are : Victoria, ACT, David Evans, Mr Ong.

All members are reminded that the National Championships are only open to paid-up members of affiliated clubs that are themselves “Financial”.

I suggest that the National’s Tournament Director give serious consideration to disqualifying anyone who is not finacially “paid-up” by then end of the Tournament.

With the absence of any new requirements for funds I recommend that Subscriptions stay the same for 1999.

I recommend the Treasurer’s report to the Meeting.

Patrick Culshaw

Hon. Treasurer

30/09/98

